THE UNIVERSITIES AND THE EUROPEAN MIND
livery, and its members would have been fewer if the livery
had been sober. Every festive occasion was marked by pro-
cessions of great brilliance, and every chance was grasped of
organizing such processional displays. The chroniclers always
made room for a lengthy report of wrhat the notables wore at
any function, and as one reads their ecstasies one wonders idly
whether the Lady Betty of the fashion papers has not somehow
strayed into the wrong century. A king returns to London:
He came to Eltham, towards London, and the Mayor of
London, the aldermen, with the commonalty, rode against
him on horseback, the mayor in crimson velvet, a great velvet
hat furred, a girdle of gold about his middle, and a bawdzike
of gold about his neck, trailing down behind him, his three
henchmen on their great coursers, following him, one in suit
of red, all spangled in silver; then the aldermen in gowns of
scarlet with sanguine hoods, and all the commonalty of the
city clothed in white gowns and scarlet hoods, with divers
cognisances embroidered on their sleeves.
That, however, was a great occasion. But the everyday clothes
and bearing of the wealthy were gaudy and bizarre. "Dress,"
wrote an observant chronicler, "is a passion, and manners a
fine art. A man of fashion carries a fortune on his back. He is
gaudy in all the colours of the rainbow. Even his horse is
decked with curiously embroidered trappings, and with gold
and silver harness." He painted the rooms of his house green,
and spangled gilded stars all over the walls. The walls of his
churches he decorated with alternate bands of gold and blue
and scarlet.
All this is symptomatic of the extremism which was the
corner-stone of the medieval character. It had its fruit in
tragedy and greatness. It is this extremism, for example, which
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